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DE PARDIEU ADVISES SONEPAR ON PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE 

FRENCH COMPETITION AUTHORITY INVOLVING ALLEGATIONS OF 
VERTICAL PRICE FIXING BETWEEN TWO MANUFACTURERS AND TWO 

DISTRIBUTORS  

De Pardieu has advised Sonepar, world leader in B-to-B distribution of electrical equipment, solutions and services, on the 
decision of the French Competition Authority having sanctioned several players active in the sector for the distribution of 
electrical equipment in France, including Sonepar, in connection with proceedings involving allegations of vertical price 
fixing between two manufacturers and two distributors. 

Sonepar was fined 96 million euros for having allegedly allowed the manufacturer Schneider Electric to fix the resale prices of 
Sonepar to its clients. The Authority however dismissed the existence of any anti-competitive agreement between Sonepar 
and Legrand. 

The Group has lodged an appeal before the Court of Appeal of Paris. 

De Pardieu’s team comprised Philippe Guibert and Alexandre Eberhardt (partners), Chimène Faurant (counsel) and Antoine 
Guérin and Vincent Ville (associates). 
 
About De Pardieu: 
 
Founded in 1993, De Pardieu Brocas Maffei is one of France’s leading independent business law firms, with over 160 lawyers 
including 39 partners, specializing in the following areas: Mergers & Acquisitions & Private Equity, Banking - Finance & Capital 
Markets, Real Estate Transactions & Financing, Restructuring & Insolvency, Tax Law, Competition Law, Intellectual Property, 
Project development and finance, Employment Law and Business Litigation.  
De Pardieu is a French firm with an international focus, thanks to the background of its lawyers and their experience in major 
cross border transactions. It advises both French and international clients. 
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