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PRESS RELEASE 

21 October 2026 

 

DE PARDIEU ADVISES LOSC ON THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE 

COMPANIES OPERATING THE DECATHLON ARENA-STADE PIERRE-

MAUROY 

De Pardieu is advising Merlyn Partners, the investment fund that owns LOSC (Lille Olympique Sporting Club), on the proposed 

acquisition from the Eiffage group of the entire share capital of the companies operating the Decathlon Arena – Stade Pierre-

Mauroy and its ancillary real estate assets.  

LOSC, which has been the stadium’s home club since its inauguration, has entered into exclusive negotiations with the Eiffage Group 

to take over the operation of one of Europe’s largest sports and events venues. 

The proposed acquisition covers all activities related to the operation and maintenance of the Decathlon Arena – Stade Pierre-

Mauroy, as well as the management of its ancillary real estate assets, including hotels, restaurants and car parks. 

In connection with this transaction, De Pardieu is also advising on matters relating to the public-private partnership entered into 

with Métropole Européenne de Lille, the amendments to the construction lease covering the ancillary facilities as well as the various 

real estate, tax and financing issues arising from the transaction. 

The transaction will give LOSC greater control over the operation of the stadium and its surrounding real estate assets. 

The transaction remains subject to the information and consultation process with the relevant employee representative bodies, the 

receipt of the required approvals and the satisfaction of applicable contractual and statutory conditions. Completion is expected in 

the first quarter of 2027. 

De Pardieu’s team comprised Magali Masson (partner), Tiphanie Levassort (counsel) and Maceo Gomi (associate) on the 

corporate/M&A aspects, Jean-Renaud Cazali (partner) and Raphaël Fabris-Davet (associate) in PPP projects and finance, Marie-

Caroline Fauchille (partner), Antoine Alexis, Marion Lequien and Elise Terzibachian (associates) in real estate law, Ilhem Haouas 

(counsel) in public law, Priscilla Van den Perre (partner), Alexandre Blestel (partner), Marine Jeulin, Sarah Pais and Julien Chetboun 

(associates) in tax law, Barbara Levy (partner) and Lucile Boyer (associate) in intellectual property / GDPR, Sofia El Hariri (partner) in 

competition law, and Sandrine Azou (counsel) and Maxence Deguilhem (associate) in employment law. 

About De Pardieu:  

Founded in 1993, De Pardieu Brocas Maffei is one of France’s leading independent business law firms, with over 180 lawyers including 41 partners, specializing in 

the following areas: Mergers & Acquisitions & Private Equity, Banking - Finance & Capital Markets, Real Estate Transactions & Financing, Restructuring & Insolvency, 

Tax Law, Competition Law, Intellectual Property, Project development and finance, Employment Law and Business Litigation. De Pardieu is a French firm with an 

international focus, thanks to the background of its lawyers and their experience in major cross border transactions. It advises both French and international clients.  
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